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Part A Chapters of the EMEP/EEA Guidebook: Some questions for discussion

A TFEIP 2026 Meeting Paper
Drafted by Chris Dore.


1. Introduction and context
The Guidebook is in the process of being updated. Whilst most of the attention, quite rightly, is on the revisions to the Part B “sector” chapters, consideration must also be given to the Part A chapters. 

The sections below provide some observations about the most important updates that might be made to the Part A chapters, based on information gathered since the 2023 Guidebook was published. It is important to note that some of the proposals below consider broader questions, including revisions to the Reporting Guidelines, as well as updating the contents of the Guidebook.


2. Part A1 Introduction
This chapter includes the following:
	1.1 Introduction 
	1.5 When to use the Guidebook

	1.2 Scope
	1.6 Guidebook management

	1.3 Concepts
	1.7 Additional information

	1.4 How to use the Guidebook
	1.8 Point of enquiry



A simple update of text where necessary is envisaged, with no major changes to concepts/approaches etc.


3. Part A2 Methodological Choice and Key Category Analysis (KCA)
Methodological choice/tiers
In the past, we have discussed whether it is possible to make a clearer distinction between a Tier 2 emission calculation that uses default emission factors (EFs), and one that uses country specific EFs. This is because many Tier 2 methods that are used with international default EFs are of comparable accuracy to a Tier 1 approach. In most cases, improving accuracy depends less on moving from Tier 1 to Tier 2 and more on obtaining and applying country‑specific information when selecting or calculating the EF.

In addition, inventory reviewers have asked for improved transparency on methodological choice.

One solution would be to update the IIR template and reporting guidelines to require the IIR to include tables of methodology Tiers for each sector chapter, that not only specify the methodology Tier, but also whether the EFs are default or country specific.
Some countries already include this information in their IIRs.

Key Category Analysis (KCA)
There is a need to improve the KCA methodology description, particularly in relation to the sector resolution that it is/isn’t appropriate to use. The text will be updated accordingly.

Currently, undertaking a KCA analysis is a “shall” requirement, but reporting it in the IIR is a “should”. This is not very sensible, the obvious solution being to change the inclusion in the IIR to a “shall” requirement. 


4. Part A3 Data Collection, Part A4 Timeseries Consistency
A simple update of text where necessary is envisaged, with no major changes to concepts/approaches etc.


5. Part A5 Uncertainties
There have been significant developments in uncertainty methodologies in recent months, and it is sensible to capture this in the uncertainties chapter. So, it is proposed that guidance on estimating uncertainties for projections is be added. There is no requirement to undertake or report this assessment, but it is considered helpful to compilers, and sensible to present methods to ensure consistency in approach.

Currently, undertaking an uncertainty assessment is a “shall” requirement, but reporting it in the IIR is a “should”. This is not very sensible, the obvious solution being to change the inclusion in the IIR to a “shall” requirement. 


6. Part A6 Inventory management, improvement and QA/QC
A simple update of text where necessary is envisaged, with no major changes to concepts/approaches etc.


7. Part A7 Spatial mapping of emissions
This will be considered by the User Engagement expert panel.
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